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A Scanlan Is Born

Sandwiched between a dilapidated
i Irish pub and a skin-flick cinema in mid-
town Manhattan, the black door with
its hcavy brass plate proclaims “Scan-
lan’s Literary House.” Upstairs, in a gar-
ish former banquct hall, the sccne is
even more bizarre: a dozen cluttered
desks and typewriters, one freelance
writer demanding payment, a payrolled
“private investigator decp in conversation
'with an ex-con contributing editor, At
‘center stage, cx-Ramparts Editor and
-Raconteur Warren Hinckle 111 and for-
mer New York Times Reporter Sidney

Zion celebrate their unlikely accomplish- -

“ment: Scanlan’s Monthly is born.*

“We did cverything we weren't sup-
posed to,” chuckles Hinckle. “No mar-
.keting studics, No direct-mail cam-
| paigns, No promotion. No ads, We didn't

even do a dry-run issue,” “Ycah,” says.

:Zion, “we wanted game conditions.”
~Their capital:  $675,000, amazingly
‘raised by a public stock issue whose pro-
{spectus reads like an obituary,
The cover of the first Scanlan’s, how-
ever, reads more like an ultimatum.
Under a photograph of a certified check
for $675,000, the editors herald their ine
dependence. “We don’t even know the
names of our stockholders,” the bold-
face type proclaims. “Qur deal with the
underwriter was that the editors have ab-
‘solute and dictatorial control of the
magazine,”

Woodstock West. Inside, raked muck -

mixes with mischief. A high school stu-
dent describes S.D.S. arm twisting, Free-

lance Writer Hunter Thompson portrays
French Ski Champion Jean-Claude Kil-
ly as a Chevy promoter (and describes .

Playboy magazine, which rejected the
picce, as “a conspiracy of ancmic mas-
turbators”), There is a thoughtful his-

tory of Biafra, a long biography of
Gangster Mickey Cohen by the late ! ;
« Left,” and Zion, a former assistant dis-
" trict attorney in Newark who covered
~law and politics in his five years on the

Ben Hccht, cven a serialized comic strip.

“The first number was supposed to be

80 pages,” says Zion, “but we went up

to. 136 because we just didn’t want to’

muddled dissection of CIA, FBt and CBS

ill the stuff.”
\/ Or edit it cither, The lead article, a
involvement in an abortive 1967 in-

vasion of Haiti (currently under secret -
investigation by a House commitice), -
raises more qucstions than it answers,
More persuasively, a Viet Nam veteran
recounts scveral killings that grimly re- -

"* In memory of John Scanlan, an Irish pig
farmer, reprobate and father of several il-

in tonsting the 15th anniversary of his death
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scmble My Lai. Brutality of another
kind is the subject of a strong article o _

2.0 .
on the “Woodstock West” folk concert e, S OQ"‘ZL‘(

_held last December at Altamont racc goc, 4 0.3

track in California, Why, Scanlan’s won-~" | .

ders, was there not more attention paid ° € %S
to the fact that four people died, 700
were treated for bad acid trips, and
that the Hell's Angels motorcycle gang,
hired by the Rolling Stones rock group

g hil

“for “sccurity,” rampaged with pool cues,

killing an 18-year-old black?
Family of Flies. In a lighter mood,

“Scanlan’s accompanics a hcalth inspec-

tor on a kitchen tour of Manhattan res-
taurants, Next to stars awarded by New
York Times Gourmet Craig Claiborne,
Scanlan’s gives its own uncleanliness

' symbols: garbage cans. The worst of-
- fender (three stars, four garbage cans):

the outwardly clegant Colony, where
“in the bakeroom a family of flics was
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HINCKLE & 210
©* Everything they’re not supposed to do.

- cating out of open bowls of strawberries
-in heavy syrup.”

Hinckle, the “Mike Todd of the New

Times, have other joint ventures.: They
include Scanlan’s Literary Supplement,

"a_ newsprint compendium of book re-
-'views scheduled for biweckly publication
.in the fall, and their book middleman scr-
“vice (“To the author, we're the pub-

lisher,” Hinckle sort of explains. “To

“the publisher, we're the author™),

Still, the magazine ‘is the foundation

‘of Scanlan’s Literary House. “We've
. got six months, maybe a year,” says
‘Zion, “to find 120,000 readers willing

Icgitimate children, Hinckle and Zion joined . (@ PAY @ buck a copy. It's all up to us,

If we fail, I'll blame Hinckle and Hinck-




